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Austin-Travis County Reentry Roundtable
Building Successful Strategies for
Reentry and Reintegration in Austin/Travis County, Texas
www.reentryroundtable.org

MONTHLY MEMBER MEETING SUMMARY

June 10, 2024
12:30 – 2 p.m.
Zoom
	
Attending: Melissa Shearer (Chair), Misty Campbell (Vice Chair), Darwin Hamilton, David Clauss, Crystil McCall, Vivyan Jones, Larry Wallace JR., Kaleigh Phelan, Karen Boyd, Rachel Hampton, Alex Villarreal, Mandi Jai Zapata, Reyda Taylor, Sheri Wahl, Theo Walsh, Lori Mellinger, Jen Troke, Marsha Morgenroth, Dr. Louella Tate, Robert Lilly, Erin Kingsbury, Sonja Burns

Support: Kelly Nichols, Madeleine Jordan-Lord

I. 12:30 – 12:45 p.m. – Welcome and Introductions 

II. 12:45 p.m. – 1:10 p.m. – Impromptu Networking 

· Participants had conversations in pairs with the prompt invitation: 
· What big challenge or opportunity do you bring to this gathering? (5 min)
· What do you hope to get from and give this group or community? (5 min)

III. 1:10 – 1:45 p.m. – Group Discussion and Peer Consultation
· Meeting participants returned to the main Zoom room and reported out from their paired conversations. The large group discussed challenges they are facing in their work and problem-solved together. 
· Theo’s group discussed housing and staffing capacity:
· Not much financial support available for folks in reentry
· There is a lack of support in our community for finding and maintaining housing
· There are staff limitations at many reentry nonprofits for meeting all the needs of the clients that walk-in in a timely manner. 
Large group discussion:
· Sonja asked if organizations are documenting how many people are turned away due to staffing capacity. This could be helpful data for advocacy.
· Robert spoke about how reentry has changed so much over the last 20 years, and the need to focus on external and internal processes of reentry—need for community and emotional support as well as direct service resources. 
· Reyda shared an opportunity to engage in the Diversion Center development. To become involved, contact Reyda.taylor@traviscountytx.gov.
· Sheri also mentioned that groups partner with her to enhance resources at the Travis County Jail. To reach her, email sheri.wahl@traviscountytx.gov. 

IV. 1:45-2:00 p.m. – Member Announcements
· Misty is looking for justice-impacted people to table the reentry simulation at the GRACE conference on August 8th in Austin. Please contact her at misty.campbell@austincc.edu if you are interested. 



NEXT MEETING
*THERE IS NO MEMBER MEETING IN JULY*

August 12, 2024
12:30-2:00pm 
Zoom


Stay informed on upcoming meeting agendas and network resources by joining Reentry Roundtable’s Mobilize online community.
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