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Austin-Travis County Reentry Roundtable
Building Successful Strategies for
Reentry and Reintegration in Austin/Travis County, Texas
www.reentryroundtable.org

MONTHLY MEMBER MEETING 
Summary
April 15, 2024
12:30 – 2 p.m.
Zoom
Link to Meeting Packet

Attending: Melissa Shearer, Misty Campbell, Mia Greer, David Clauss, Jennifer Pinkley, Charles Moody, Carolina Ralston, Dale Brown, Sheri Wahl, Reyda Taylor, Sonja Burns, Angel Caamano, Ariella Lewis-Zavala, Marsha Morgenroth, Jennifer Sowinski, Peggy Morton, Robert Lilly, Erin Kingsbury, Carmen Zuvieta, Jessica Santana, Juanita Garcia, Viridiana Hernandez, Mandi Jai Zapata, Dulce G, Alma Reyna, Larry Wallace Jr., Marichuy Perez-Garcia, Soleece Watson, Jeanette Flores

Support: Madeleine Jordan-Lord and Kelly Nichols (Woollard Nichols Torres Consulting), Susana Pimiento and Azucena Garza (Language Access Austin)

I. 12:30-12:45 p.m. – Welcome 
a. Introductions
· Participants introduced themselves and shared their perspectives on why Counsel at First Appearance is important to reentry. 

II. 12:45 – 1:30 p.m. – Group Discussion of Reentry Advocacy Items
a. Counsel at First Appearance (CAFA)
· Meeting participants took the following questions in an open discussion: 
· Why CAFA is an important issue to the reentry community?
· From your perspective, what advocacy strategies may be successful in demonstrating the impact of this policy to our elected officials and the community at-large?
· How does the Reentry Roundtable network want to engage? What next steps would you like to take?

· There are two CAFA test shifts scheduled for April 23rd and April 25th. This information will be shared on Mobilize. 


· Austin Sanctuary Network Members shared the increased concerns with SB4 and the need for CAFA for everyone, and for it to be in-person with in-person interpretation. Austin Sanctuary Network and Grassroots Leadership have been working together on this issue.  
· The ACLU has sued Travis County: https://www.austinmonitor.com/stories/2024/04/aclu-sues-travis-county-for-failing-to-provide-legal-counsel/ 
· Note that magistrate hearings can be viewed on YouTube: www.youtube.com/@traviscountycourt1340 

b. Medicaid Reentry Section 1115
· This discussion was tabled at this time. 

III. 1:30 – 1:45 p.m. – Voting Items
a. 2023-24 Reentry Roundtable Budget:
· Link to Budget Proposal: https://app.box.com/s/np5uvnt1os35wz0g2jqi731o63nrsme3 
· The budget passed by consent vote collected on SurveyMonkey. 
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IV. 1:45 – 1:55 p.m. – Advocacy Fellow Update – Barbara Ornelas
· Barbara was not able to attend today’s meeting. 


V. 1:55-2:00 p.m. – Member Announcements



NEXT MEETING

May 13, 2024
12:30-2:00pm 
Zoom


Stay informed on upcoming meeting agendas and network resources by joining Reentry Roundtable’s Mobilize online community.
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