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Austin-Travis County Reentry Roundtable
Building Successful Strategies for
Reentry and Reintegration in Austin/Travis County, Texas
www.reentryroundtable.org

MONTHLY MEMBER MEETING 
November 13, 2023
12:30 – 2 p.m.
Zoom

Meeting Summary

Link to Meeting Packet

Attending: Melissa Shearer (Reentry Roundtable Vice Chair, Mental Health Public Defender), Emily Seales (Mental Health Public Defender), Kyle Walker (ECHO), Katie Storey (Mission Capital), Marsha Morgenroth (Travis County Community Justice Services), Mandi Zapata (Lioness), Misty Campbell (Austin Community College), Karen Boyd (Integral Care), Kelli Brizendine (Mental Health Public Defender), Juanita Garcia (Travis County Public Defender), Sonja Burns (Advocate), Donald Tracy (Reentry Roundtable Past Chair, Austin Community College), Barbara Ornelas (Reentry Roundtable Advocacy Fellow)

Support: Madeleine Jordan-Lord and Kelly Nichols (Woollard Nichols Torres Consulting)
	
I. 12:30-12:45 p.m. – Welcome 
a. Guest Introductions 
Melissa Shearer opened the meeting and invited attendees to introduce themselves. 

b. Connecting Activity: Partnered Prompt
Attendees met in pairs and responded to the prompt: “What is an accomplishment from this year that you are proud of? Do you have a goal for 2024 you would like to share?”

II. 12:45-1:20 p.m. – Shift & Share Reentry Updates 
· Building Promise and Austin Community College: Theo Walsh and Misty Campbell (10 Min)
· Theo shared about their experiences facilitating the Re-Entry Self-Sustainability Pilot Initiative (RESPI). This is a workforce readiness program with a focus on personal development and wellness. There have been two cohorts so far, a male cohort and a female cohort, that were both created using a referral system with Oxford House, Texas Reach Out Ministries, and Austin Community College. Building Promise USA will soon release an open application for a 10-person co-ed cohort. Theo will share the application via Reentry Roundtable Mobilize when it is available. The eligibility criteria are: minimum consecutive years of incarceration, returned to community for at least 90 days, and currently unemployed. Cohort participants will receive a stipend for their participation in the program. 
· Click here to view the RESPI Cohort 1 Report.

· ECHO: Kyle Walker (10 min)
· Kyle Walker shared an opportunity to develop a project proposal for a Reentry Housing Initiative. This will be submitted for funding consideration at ECHO. Here is the presentation. 
· Interested in being involved in the project development: Melissa Shearer, Mandi Zapata, Emily Seales, and Sonja Burns. 

III. 1:20-1:30 p.m. – Advocacy Fellow Update – Barbara Ornelas
· Barbara shared about her Washington D.C. trip as a guest fellow of the University of Texas Hogg Foundation Mental Health Policy Academy. 
· Barbara has been working on the Roundtable Membership Drive. She has gathered testimony from many current members of the Roundtable network. We will be sharing the visuals she has made throughout the campaign. 

IV. 1:30-1:45 p.m. – Reentry Roundtable Membership Drive 
· Reentry Roundtable is accepting new members, and asking all current members to complete a membership agreement as well. This is the next step in the updated governance structure process. We will be running the membership drive until the December 11th potluck!
· Click here to submit a membership agreement: https://airtable.com/appRAFH0XrzcmXozc/shrELOhC8RBSXTAVz 

V. 1:45-2:00 p.m. – Rapid Coordination & Member Announcements
· Kelly shared an opportunity from Mission Capital: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/collaboration-corner-serving-people-families-who-are-system-affected-registration-654020120787?aff=oddtdtcreator 



NEXT MEETING

REENTRY ROUNDTABLE ANNUAL POTLUCK
December 11, 2023
12:30 – 2 p.m.
Hosted at RARE Reentry
1212 E. Anderson Lane Suite 300 #7, Austin, Texas 78752

Stay informed on upcoming meeting agendas and network resources by joining Reentry Roundtable’s Mobilize online community.
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